[Transcatheter closure of postinfarction ventricular septal defects using Amplatzer devices].
We carried out transcatheter procedures to close postinfarction ventricular septal defects (PIVSDs) in 19 patients: two had recanalization after surgical closure, and 17 had a primary PIVSD. In three of the latter patients, who had acute PIVSDs, the procedure was carried out in the first 3 weeks after infarction; in the 13 patients with subacute PIVSD, it was carried out 3.5-12 weeks after infarction. There was another procedure in one patient with chronic PIVSD. In total, 22 procedures were completed: 17 using an Amplatzer atrial septal occluder, two using an Amplatzer postinfarction ventricular septal defect occluder, and two using an Amplatzer muscular ventricular septal defect occluder. The procedure was successful in 14 patients: in 11 with subacute PIVSD, one with chronic PIVSD, and two with postsurgical PIVSD. Transcatheter closure of PIVSDs using an Amplatzer atrial septal occluder is probably the treatment of choice in patients undergoing surgery more than 3.5 weeks after myocardial infarction and in those with recanalization after previous surgical closure.